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Local Grandmaster Honored by U.S. Grandmasters Society

Few honors surpass that of receiving an award from your peers.  They understand the challenges the recipient has endured and the magnitude of the achievements they have accomplished.  The United States Taekwondo Grandmasters Society, “an organization that was founded in 2003…to create an organization that would provide a forum for education and development of Taekwondo in the United States as well as cooperation and unity among Grandmasters,” presented such an award to Sacramento-area resident Grandmaster Jong Hwan Lee on Saturday, April 16, 2011.  

Grandmaster Lee is a ninth-degree black belt who has been practicing Taekwondo since he was twelve years old.  He was featured on the cover of Dojang: All Korean Martial Arts magazine in 1994, was a member of the Korean National Team, has instructed both the Korean police and the US Military police, and has been a part of an elite reconnaissance-commando team in Vietnam.  In 1988 he opened a taekwondo school in Roseville, and he is also one of the founding masters of the United World Taekwondo Association (UWTA), which is headquartered in Roseville, California.

The 6th annual awards ceremony was held at the Wilshire Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, and about 300 people were in attendance.  Grandmaster Lee was awarded the Life Time Achievement Award for his work in promoting Taekwondo.   A total of ten awards were presented that night, including a Pioneer Award to the Father of American Taekwondo, Jhoon Rhee.  

Kyu Boong Yim, the President of the U.S. Taekwondo Grandmasters Society, claims that the “personal challenges and landmark achievements [of the recipients] reflect their honor for the traditions and values of Taekwondo and their generosity in sharing their knowledge and skills with others.”  All of the recipients were honored for their contributions to the expansion and development of Taekwondo in the United States.

President of the World Taekwondo Federation’s president Chungwon Choue stated in his congratulatory remarks that, “Taekwondo’s intrinsic value lies in its inherent virtues and life skills that lead to the development and achievement of goals and dreams.”  This is in alignment with the UWTA’s mission of improving students’ lives through increased self-confidence and concentration, and balancing emotional and physical health.

The United World Taekwondo Association was founded in 1992 and currently has members in California, Nevada, New York, Oregon, Alaska, Israel, and Uruguay.  California members include Lee’s Institute of Taekwondo, Robinson’s Taekwondo, Folsom Taekwondo Center, Ajay’s Karate, The Studio, Pourarian’s Taekwondo, Auburn Martial Arts Center, Family Taekwondo Plus, Hamlet’s American Taekwondo Academy, Tuggles Taekwondo, Soaring Eagles Taekwondo Academy, and Weber’s Black Belt Academy.  

For more information, contact 530-676-7475, or visit www.UWTA.org.
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